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PREFACE, 


_ YE F Neah’s Ark ftood yet, and was to be 


_ | feen upon Mount 4rarat, would. not all 
_. uncertain Conjectures concerning the Struc- 
ture of it be at an End? But the Brethren’s 
Conftitution, and the whole Courfe of Doétrine 
and Practice purfued therein, are Objects ftill 
in Being: They prefent themfelves nearer at 
Hand than Mount /4rarat, to the impartial 
Enquirer. Yet many Judgments have been 
paffed upon this Congregation, and upon her 
Ordinary in particular ; and if I was to call all 
thefe but hafty Conje@tures, and. wide of the 
Merits of the Caufe, the Authors would take 
it much amifs. ts. 


In Doétrinals, they ‘po, fibly would alledge, 
that they themfelves have .perufed that valuable 
and great Man’s ows Writings,.and could from 
fome Paflages there judge no otherwife than 

are, they 
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they did. To this I anfwer: Perhaps many 
others, efpecially on comparing what is laid 
‘down elfewhere more at large, will fee 
thofe very fame Paflages in a quite different 
Light, and far enough from..thofe offenfive 
{Theological Tenets you would fain difcover 
in them! 


.  Besrpss, € even atlowina in the mere Point ‘of 
‘Stile, that this were in forme Refpeéts none of 
the plaineft, I would only afk, Is not thus 
much at,leaft plain enough from every Page 
and Line of his Works, that this Author is 
-a moft devoted Champion for the grand 
and diftinguifhing Articles of Chriftianity ? 
He confeffedly carries all the peculiar ‘Truths 
of our Religion as far, and deduces from 
REDEMPTION as frong Con- 
Sequences, both in Theory and Practice, as any 
Man ever. did. Now in an Age when natu- 
ral Light is magnified beyond due Meafure, al- 
moit to an ungrateful Suppreffion of Revealed, 
can it be prudent in any Friend of the latter 
to go about publickly to weaken a Tongue and 
Pen thus ftrenuous in its Behalf? Ought not 
our Ordinary to be fupported by the beft 


Withes of all true Believers, and even if he 
proved 


“proved | tiniticcetsnit: “at leaft be" graced 'w with 
‘this ‘Epipbonema, . aie \ 
pepe Magais tamen excidit i Af, 


THE Sanpordaas ie an entire People i in, the 
World,. with all, the, requifite Inftitutions,. to 
be a Pillar and Confirmation of the T; ruth,, * 
was effential. to his Undertaking; .and is-as 
much carped at. But whoever, confiders, 
‘what an extenfive Benefit has flowed from 
hence; how many: thoufand Perfons, who, 
though educated in‘Chriftian Countries, would 
probably have remained all their Days with- 
out the moft happy-Union with Jefus Chrif, 
do now- enjoy and profecute,it through the 
friendly Affiftance of this Oeconomy ; and 
what. Numbers of poor Heathens are, by. this 
‘People’s Labours, brought over to the faving 
Knowledge of Him; cannot but look upon 
the Phenomenon with Refpeé&, and place. it 
(or if none will at prefent, Pofterity will) 
among the chief pncisents of the Age. 


THE sGitcipal Source of the Witappichens 
fions in our Country. concerning, the faid Con- 
. . gfegation, 


~* a Tim iti, 15, 
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‘prepation, and of the Offence taken at fome 
Things, is a very flight one, the Unacquaint- 
ednefs of Englifhbmen, for the moft Part, with 
any other Proteftant Syftem befide their own. 
Hence it comes to pafs, that when fome of 
the Brethren ufe fome Forms of Expreffion, 
‘and efpecially a few Cuftoms and Ceremonies, 
either the fame, or in a like Tafte with what 
their. Lutheran Education has rendered natu- 
ral to them ; inftead of being treated with the 
intelligent Deference furely due to that other 
large Divifion of the Proteftant World, or 
with the theological Equity of allowing 
Churches the Power to decree Rites and Cere- 
monies for themfelves, they are loaded with 
‘the moft wild and invidious Gloffes upon 
whatever has the Misfortune not to fall in with 
each Cenfor’s private Complexion, or Compafs 
of Ideas. And what if even a certain ively 
Manner of conveying facred Truths, fomewhat 
refembling the ancient Eaffern Way (and alfo 
the to this Day fubfifting Moravian, Silefian, 
and Upper-Lufatian Idiom) has now and then 
been ufed by them? It has however been ufed 
with a truer Serioufnefs, than a facetioufly- 
inclined Critic f{uppofes; and a very ju/f and 
Jelid Meaning has always been affixed. to the 

Phrafe 
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Phrafe or Reprefentation in ctery Brdther’a 
Mind,  As.to the Ordinary hinvelf, (who -byt 
the bye ie declared with-the utmof Impudence- 
the Author of Stanza’s he had. not. {6. muck ag. 
feén).he never gave into thefe Modes: of fpeale-, 
ing; otherwife than out of Condéfcenfioh ta: 
fach of his .Fellow-Labourers, ‘who; as: they 
differ’d from him fomewhat im the ‘very: int 
trinfic Notion, would have :goné -on: to:.the 
over-powering of. fore -effential Principles, if 
He, the faithful Affertor of thofe: Piinciples,; 
had ftood off too ee from them i in Phe 


ology. 


TueEse are but fmall Objections: Even the 
moral Charaéter of the Brethren is attacked. 
To fhew at once how unlucky the Opponents: 
are in fuch Attacks, I will confine my4elf. ta 
a fingle Inftance 3; where they are indeed; thes 
moft eloquent, but only to the expofing of 
themfelves, as foon as bare Turns of Wit: 
are feparated from the Queftion... It is the: 
Article of Purity of Life. All the Infinua-. 
tions on that Head are properly awing to.-a’ 
Denial of corrupt Nature practifed in this: 
Community ; which fome have murmured at; 
knowing it to be Truth, and others have for 

no 
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go other Reafon fufpected of fecret-Evatien, 
hut becaufe they thought it foo mach co - he 
practically true. The Brethren ase intent;- 
with the Sacrifice of a right Hand or Eye, to 
retrench. all to Innocence; and yet notwith-* 
ftanding, they are no Cynicks or Adamites.. 
There is therefore nothing to be afhamed of: 
It is a Pity however .that chefe-private Senti-- 
ments of theirs, which they never defigned.¢o. 
obtrude as a Rule for the World in general, 
are by their Adverfaries thrown before it for 
Diverfion. From this one Article; the Reader. 
may conclude how it is with regard to ather. 
Moral Duties. 


ConTRADICTORY Complaints, almoft in 
general, are brought againft this Congregation. 
Sometimes, that fhe is too rigid, « infifting 
upon Things feemingly fmall: Yet at other 
Times, that fhe is too remifs, not coercively 
inculcating one or other afcetic Rule adopted 
by fuch or fuch. So fur as there is ever 
any Colour for the latter Charge, the true 
Keafon is, becaufe fhe obferves painful Mea- 
tures betwixt Dilcipline and human Liberty ; 


that as, becaufe fhe is an anxious Promoter 
moft 
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moft certainly of whatfoever can any way 
pertain unto a pious Walk, (carrying in parti- 
cular, when rightly underftood, thofe fel 
fame good Ideas to a much higher Strict- 
nefs than any, one elfe,) but only withal, a 
Promoter of the moft genuine Deportment in 
Man, free from all Hypocrify. What if 
fhe therefore is forced to confult, at fome 
Junctures, thefe feveral Intentions alternate~ 
ly, until fhe is able to. bring them, in all her 
Members, as it has always been with the 
more Experienced, into a beautiful and fettled 
Combination together ? 


In fhort, the and her Ordinary may juftly 
repeat that Appeal of Ignatius, with regard 
to the whole Platform, "E:tig evrty éy tauta 
yet, voncdta 8 Slaw, x, cupmaccirw 01, 
Bes Tae ovvtyovra pe. If any one has Him 
within himfelf, let bim confider what I de- 
fire; and let him have Compaffion on me, as 
knowing (amidft all the feeming Contrafts 
that may fometimes prefent themfelves) what 
Things, what Motives at Bottom, conffrain 
me. A difcerning Chriftian Mind will be 
able to folve every Thing for itfelf; and 

b , will, 
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will, at firft by a Concurrence in fome of 
the Sentiments, and then in more, rejoice to 
attain fo much of an Union of Heart even 
with this Flock, however mean, (whofe eter- 
nal Character and Election the great Shepherd 
himfelf beft knows) as to efcape at leaft the 
Burden of having aught againft one’s Bro-~ 
ther *, and, fhall-I add? The Danger alfo 
peradventure of Touching God’s Anointed, and 
doing Harm to Prophets of His. + 


Tue Brethren’s Congregation has in ge- 
neral been ufed thefe three hundred Years to Ca- 
iumny, as well as other Sufferings ; though 
it is eafy to fee, (as I have here “briefly vin- 
dicated) her Innocence. ‘Till of late how- 
ever, this has happened to her, by way of 
printed Pamphlets, only in other Countries : 
But now I am forry to fay, that Pieces of 
this Sort begin to be publifhed alfo in Eng- 
land. 


Many have thought, that the moft rea- 
fonable Way would be, to treat them with 
Silence and an utter Neglect; and the Or- 

dinary 


% Lett, ve 22. + Pfow 15. 
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dinary himfelf is abfolutely of that Opinion, 
efpecially as He and his Congregations have 
always acted in the Face of the World, and 
every one might view the Ark with d7s own 
Eyes. For which Reafon, he could not be 
moved to put forth any formal Anfwer on 
the prefent Occafion: The utmoft He could 
be prevailed with to do, (to gratify fome 
Friends of Diftinction, who thought there 
ought to be fomething at leaft replied) was 
to permit a Writing of his to be tranflated, 
which He (after thirty Years Silence in that 
Land, and fuffering his Adverfaries to fay 
what they pleafed) prefented at laft two Years 
ago to the Privy-Council of the Electorate 
of Saxony; a Board intrufted with the Pro- 
teftant Caufe in Germany, ina Capacity known 
to all the World. * 


However, for the Reader’s Comfort, I 
muft add, that with fcarce any mutatis mu- 
tandis, this Traét may perhaps neverthelefs 
pafs for a direct and ftrict dnfwer to the very 
frefheft Objections. For in the Controverfy 
againft the Brethren, Solomen’s Words are 

BZ remark- 


* Divegterinm inter Evangelicos. 
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remarkably verified, Is there any Thing where- 
of it may be faid, See, this is new ?—— it 
hath been (and been fufficiently confuted ) 
ALREADY.* , 


* 7 Li, 10, 


The TRANSLATOR. 


THE 


DEDICATION 


TO THE 


Privy-Council at Drefden. 


Mott Noble Counts, 


HAT indifereet Piece lately advertifed 
in the News-Papers under the Title of a 
Third and laft Difcovery, &c. (where- 
zn at once his Majefty’s Royal Declarations 
are directly contradifted, and the important 
Regulations on the Tapis very indecently 
broken-in upon) bas not yet been taken under 
Confideration by me, it appearing even at the 


Sift 
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firft Glance to be a Writing of that Clafs, that 
‘I cannot find it expedient to interrupt my nu= 
merous Occupations with the examining of it ; 
fince nothing would accrue from thence unto my 
Mind, but a frefh- and painful Inftance, not 
only of the Declenfion among the Teachers of our 
Lutheran Chyreh, but even of a Barbarifin be- 
ginning to. take Place again with. refpect to the 
ufual Manners of any crvilifed People. It really 
agrees better with my Temper, whenever I may 
defcend to no farther Cognizance of fuch Things, 
than the general and unavoidable one, and af- 
terwards partly pour out my Heart in fecret be- 
Sorethe LORD upon the Occafion, partly dowhat 
my Office requires of me for the Congregations 
committed to my Care; than when I am to en- 
ter into fome clofer Difcuffion, where what is 
perfonal muft almoft inevitably be touched upon. 


THERE have not been wanting Opportu- 
nities and Means to refent the unmannerly and 
injurious Language ufed in fuch Attacks ; par- 
ticularly I muff praife bis Majefty’s Goodnefs, 
who often bas offered me the compleateft Satis- 
faction. But I was fo far from being inclined 
thereto,’ that inftead of contenting myfelf with 
barely negleéting to take any Notice of fuch 4t- 

tacks, 
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' tacks, [have many Times-_ found wmyfelf moved 
actively to interpofe, to. avert Severities the 
Royal Fuftice had refolved upon.. The Exceffes 
which for fome Years paft Men have.broke out 
into againft my Perfon and Office, are indeed na 

- more Objects of a wholefome Correétion ; either 
thé. Punifoment my Autagonifis. muft receive ata 
cording to the Proportion and Way of the Law, 
mufe be to. their utter Ruin, or every Man 
qoould think it inadequate. 


IN fuch Cafes, God himfelf aéts, as if He 
neither faw nor beard; whereof the many of- 
Jenfive Doings in this World, which are per- 
mitted to run on under the divine Long-fuffer- 
ing, are an undeniable Demonftration. 


THE higher Powers, being the Image and 
Glory of God, cannot but lkewife in Appear- 
ance continue ignorant of fome Things, which, on 
account of a Concurrence of Coarfenefs and Si!- 
linefs in them, are netther fit Matter for fa- 
therly Chaftifement, nor yet for judicial Re- 
drefs. And an injured Teacher would but ble- 
mifh himfelf and bis Function, fhould he, by 
pufhing-on @ civil Proce[s, difturb the wife Con- 
duct above mentioned, However, the Public 

hath 
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hath for fome Time fhewn itfelf a little impa- 
tient, at my replying nothing at all to what 
thefe witnefs againft me. Now as the following 
Short, unaffected, and peremptory Review of the 
general Nature of the Controverfy hitherto, ts 
purely to be afcribed to my Deference for the 
Public in this Point: So the Refpect which I 
bear for your Excellencies, hath induced me to 
let thefe few Pages come abroad, as they now 
do, under Your Proteétion, &c. 


Herrn bath, 
March 28, 1751. 


THE 


ORDINARY 


; : OF THE 
BRETHR ENS CHURCHES, 
His Short and Peremptory 


HEN I write any Thing that looks 
like a Vindication of myfelf, I never 
do it for my own Sake, but always 

peo fomething has miade it otherwife re- 
quifite, and commonly out of a Tendernefs for 
very remote Confjderations. | It may therefore 
fafely be concluded, that the prefent fhort 
Declaration has like Motives for its Source. 

I have now for fome Years been no longer 
‘able to believe that my Opponents really de+ 
fire to hear 2 Reafon of the Hope that is in mie; 
‘ B and 
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and accordingly, after my Saviour’s Example, 
have ceafed to give them a Reafon any farther. 

My Treatife, Thep! “Eevr, was intended 
partly, for the Serviceof Perfons of my Ac- 
quaintance in different Places; partly to con- 
vey to fome few other impartial Men an Ex- 
planation of certain Particulars, which, with- 
out fuch a Key, they could not well have un- 
derftood. 

The whole Controverfy hitherto has _pro- 
perly been made up of the following Heads: 


I. My Perfon has been ridiculed. 
II. My Vocation has been called in Queftion, 


III. Sufpicions have been raifed againft us 
in the Magiftrate- 


IV. Mine and my Congregation’s Faith has 
been attacked.* 
V. Our 


' * The Forwardnefs .in dubbing People Heretics, had 
for twenty or thirty Years been pretty univerfally ex- 
ploded ; and fome Teachers, who would abufe their 
Profeffion to the {preading of monftrous Opinions, took 
Advantage of fuch Gentlenefs. But with a View to us, 
Men have this good while forgot again what was fo fo- 
lemnly tranfaGied and ordered in Saxony; thro” the Writ- 

ing 


cee 


VV. Our Life and Converfation has: eed fet 
forth as fcandalous. : : 


VI. Our Words have been tortured to a 
wrong Senfe, 
B 2 VI. 


ing called Elenchus, publifhed by Authority. And what 
is moft particular is, that whereas our Adverfaries for fe- 
veral Years made a great Complaint, (though without 
any Foundation) that we were unwilling to receive tbe 
Augsburg Confeffion; the embracing of this or that Syf- 
tem being really all that Mankind can require of one 
another : Now, fince it isno more to be denied that that 
Confeffion is Ours, they will not let this Fact pafs, and 
leave no Stone unturned to prove us Diffidentes. They 
have not only muftered up the Latiz as well as German 
Copy of the Confeffion, and taken in the Marginal 
Notes, but turned to other Books which the Confeffion 
barely quotes, ta try whether they could not find there 
fome Paragraph. which feemed to faund differently from 
our Way of fpeaking; not regarding our Remonftrances, 
that at this rate a Difagreement could as well be proved 
upon the Lutherans between themfelves, yea, upon the 
Bible within itfelf, and upon the plain Words of the Holy 
Ghoft.. And when all. Shifts failed, and no Diffent 
even thus was to be difcovered, they hegan taxing our 
very Thoughts, whether at leaft there was not fome 
Flaw there; and when, from the moft adequate Indica- 
tions, they could not but conclude to the Integrity of 
our Thoughts alfo, they at laft declared in fhort that 
they were refolved not to believe it. 
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VII. Points, which in former Times were 
by all Men taken for granted, have out 
of Spite to us -beén ‘difputed, and the 
World thereby ftrangely alarmed. __ 


VUI. A great many Facts havebeen related 

- inorder to puzzleevena prudent Reader, 
and make him at leaft fufpend his Judg-~ 
ment. 


Iam not fo much furprifed at this extraor- 
dinary Treatment, as perhaps fome others may 
be. I know the Aim the Opponents have in 
View by thefe Steps of theirs; which, for fome 
confiderable Time, has been no lefs than, 

Firft, Entirely to exclude the Brethren’s 
Churches from occupying any Place in the ge-~ 
neral Body of Chriftians; and inftead of in- 
corporating them againft their Will into fome 
or other of the religious Conftitutions, (which 
before now has been the Mode) to expel them, 
if poffible, from the Confines of all. 

Secondly, To deprive them likewife of. all 
Civil Toleration in any Nation of the Globe, 
from South to North, from Eaft to Weft. 

It is obvious enough what a Train muft be 
laid, and what Materials muft be {tooped to, 
to fubferve fuch an Enterprife: And therefore 

the 
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the prefent Vebemence of our Opponents, and 
their whole uncommon Manner of Acting, is 
not fo inconfiftent.with itfelf, as it would cer- 
tainly be in any other Controverfy. Such an 
End required fuch Means. — 

What thall I fay tothefe Things? For my 
Part, in general, I am a Ditciple of the Lord, 
and that according to the antique Scripture 
‘Tafte. Now there I find our very Cafe ex- 
plicitly ftated, and the Condué&t we are to ob- 
ferve litterally prefcribed: So that Iam within 
my Rule, and can difcern withal, that my 
Adverfaries do not act very much counter to 
theirs. Indeed they have not all the requifite 
Cunning to attain their Purpofe; but that is no 
bad Token in their Favour: For it fhews, at 
leaft, that moft of them are ftill but raw, and 
not quite ftanch in this bad Caufe. 

To touch now a little upon Particulars, and 
explain myfelf in-a few Words about each of 
the mentioned Heads. 


I. My Perfon has in all Manner of Ways 
been injured and turned to Ridicule. But to 
refent Things of this Kind, fits worfe upon 
none than the Man himfelf who is fo handled 
by his fellow Men. Befides, the lef he has 
given any juft Occafion for it, and the plainer 
fome 
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fome fpiteful and forced Conftrution glares in 
every Afperfion, the lefs it is his Wifdom la- 
borioufly to defend himéelf, 


II. My Office has been called in Queftion: 
This Difpute muft neceffarily be put upon the 
Iffue of the Three following Queries. 


Whether I have really been called by that 
Congregation in whofe Service I am? 


.. This has always been acknowledged by my 
Adverfaries themfelves in the ftrongeft Manner 
that could be, vzz. by their keenly upbraiding 
the Congregation for this very Fact. 


Whether I have, by regularly impowered 
Prelates of the faid Church, been accepted, 
confirmed, enrolled in this Quality ? 


To prove this, there are the Inftruments 
figned with the own Hands of fuch Perfons. 


Whether the Government, in whofe Terri- 
tories this Affair was tranfacted, has taken 
due Notice of it, and acknowledged my 
Office ? 


“The moft undeniable Teftimonies hereof 


every body has-Opportunity to read; and none, 
who 
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who was in the leaft a competent Judge, has 
ever objected to them. 


THI. Had the Cruzl Magzftrate apprehended 
any Reafon to be jealous of us, he could eafily 
have fatisfied himfelf concerning us; and by 2 
more compendious and better Way of Difcuf- 
fion, than any vague Apology in Writing can 
amount to. For Apologies can_be but local, 
(as each Congregation-Settlement, according 
to its Circumftances, has different Imputations 
to remove, and Anfwers to give; and what 
unties the Knot in one Place may be unappli- 
cable in another:) They are therefore of little. 
Service to the Whole, and yet may happen 
not to illuftrate fufficiently what even the do- 
meftic Cafe neareft in View properly turns 
upon, 


IV. As to the Point of Chriftian Fazth and 
Religion; either our repeated and voluntary ac- 
ceding to the ug/burg Confeffion, efpecially 
fince the Year 1735, has fome Credit given to 
it, or it has not. Now fuppofing the Firtt, 
then all farther Subjects, not contained there, 
are merely an Object for critical Difquifitions; 
which, according to the Diferction of either 
Party, may be profecuted, or elfe dropt: For, 

fays 
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fays the dug/burg Confeffion, ArTIcLe XXL 
“© This is the Sum of the Doéttine.” 

But if this our Declaration meets with no 

Belief, theré is one conftant Teft upon which 
wecan atany Time join Iffue. Let that Tenet’ 
be produced, clearly and exprefly afferted in: 
the Auguftan Confeffion, which is oppofed by: 
the Teachers of the Brethrens Church. The 
Producing of fuch a one has indeed once or 
twice been attempted; but upon Inquiry; ei- 
ther no fuch Tenet was to be found in the 
Aug burg Confeffion, or there was nothing in 
the Writings of the Brethren that direétly or 
indire@ly contradiéted it. 
' No Examination that we have undergone 
has ever turned out otherwife than in favour of 
our Orthodoxy; and if at any Time the leaft 
Determination has been made to the contrary, 
it is a general Rule, that upon fuch Occafions 
either no Examination at all has been ufed, or 
the Sentence at leaft was fixed and concluded 
on before the Examination began. 

The candid Part of the World will fcarce be 
able to comprehend fuch a Procedure; and 
tho’ it is indeed a common Maxim with ous 
Opponents, gudd nobis nec habenda nec fer- 
vanda Fides, (that neither our Affirmations are. 

to 
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to be depended upon, nor Promifes made fo 
ws binding) yet even on this Footing, it is more 
than can well be accounted for. 


V. Many fcandalous Things are reported 
concerning our Lzfe and Converfation. 

I readily grant, that that moft natural An- 
fwer, which we have been fometimes ufed to 
give, viz. ‘* That thofe who made Depofition 
** about fuch Irregularities, were themfelves— 
“© perhaps the very Perfons that had been in 
** Fault, and that fhould be punifhed for 
** them ;” does not come up to the Purpofe. 
When, farther, it is here infinuated, as though 
we had the Addrefs to ftifle many fuch Mat~ 
ters, fo that they never came to the Ears of 
our Superiors; and we thereto retort, ‘* That 
** in other Religions too there are fuppofed to 
* be Occulta, which, till they become Overt 
“« Aéts, none prefumes to judge of :” This Re- 
ply likewife is filencing, but does not clear the 
Point in Hand. Confidering that the Confti- 
tution of Herrnbaag. was manifeftly an incon- 
gruous one, founded, ‘Yanuary 1, 1743, by 
the Count of Budiugen through his territorial 

Cc Power, 
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Power, contrary to the Ordinary’s exprefs 
Proteftation in writing; whereby this Com- 
munity has been placed in an entire Inde- 
pendence from all internal Difcipline of our 
Church, and yet forced itfelf upon the General 
Synod: it would indeed be undertaking too 
much, fhould we, in fuch Circumftances, en- 
gage to anfwer for every individual Perfon, a- 
mong fo many Thoufands who flocked thi- 
ther, and perhaps after a fhort Stay went away 
again. 

Neverthelefs, when it is obferved, Firft, That 
this whole Affair was of fo fmall an Extent ; 
not fo much as affecting the reft of the Wet- 
-teravian Manfion-Houfes, much lefs operating 
upon the other large Congregations and Nur- 
feries elfewhere, among whom the plain and 
ufual Order of our Church was ftill kept to: 

When it is remembered, Secondly, That 
the whole Scope, and whole diftin@tive Cha- 
racter of our Difcipline, as it is vifible enough 
to any one, confifts of nothing elfe, than one 
‘unwearied Endeavour to /ive godly in this pre- 
Jent World through true Faith in Jefus Chritt ; 
or (to ufe the Words of that known Canticle 
of the Ancient Brethren, ) 


Das 
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Dale wir an SSESBM glauben/ 
Bnd uns hm einleiben/ 

Sou (einem Berdienf{t und weiden/ 
Darinnen ber(cheiden 

Qun ewigen Freuden; -+- 


When hereto is added, that Perfons, even 
in Reference to each feveral Age and Condi- 
tion of Life, are encouraged by us to this, 
and both guarded from Corruption, and forti- 
fied in that which is good: 

I fhould think (I fay) weighing all this to- 
gether, that, even with regard to the prefent 
Head alfo, the fafeft Light and moft authentic 
Refolution ought to be borrowed from the 
many Examinations, not only private but pub- 
lic, which we have undergone. Things, which 

C2 hitherto 


+ That we may 
On Fefus believe fleady, 
Us into Him embody, 
Find Pafture in his Merit, 
Thus breath forth our Spirit 
s : Endlefs Foys to inherit. 
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hitherto no Man has dared, by ¢hofe Opportu- 
nities, legally to charge any of our Congrega- 
tions with, will, from various. remote Talk 
and Pamphlets, however reiterated, never ac- 
quire any fufficient Title to. Belief. 

But here too we have the Happinefs of a 
particular Conformity with our Saviour’s own 
oe When he in direét Terms afked, ‘Which 

** of you convinceth me of Sin ?”’ none had any 
Thing to alledge: And yet behind his Back, 
‘as he well knew, He was not only reprefented 
as a gluttonous Man and a Wine-bibber, but, 
to compleat the Slur at once, was faid to ‘“* De- 
** light in loofe and infamous Perfons for his 
“* Affociates.” + 

When I reflect how confidently Men, other- 
wife difcreet, pafstheir Judgments on my whole 
Life, and pretend to furnifh fecret Memoirs 
‘thereof from my Cradle till now, without hav- 
‘ing ever feen or fpoken with me, or with any 
that knew me, in all their Lives, but depend- 
ing purely on the Information of others, who 
had in like Manner heard it at the fecond or 
third Hand: I can’t deny but, by Parity of 
Reafon (as much inclined as I ufually am, 

rather 
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rather to be fharp with my own Brethren, in 
Favour of and out of Deference to thofe with- 
out) I am obliged to ftart at the Accufations 
brought againft them alfo, and not fo readily 
believe their Accufers, But poffibly after all, I 
might very well deem myfelf under no Obliga- 
tion to anfwer the Adverfaries here, until they 
firft can fhew, When, where, and how, the 
avowed fundamental Rules and Ufages of our 
Conftitution, both of the Old and the New one 
(and our neweft is at leaft of Twenty-five Years 
ftanding) have been again abrogated, or any 
way difannulled ? 

For in thofe Rules lies an almoft incredible 
degree of Circumfpection, towards preventing 
the very firft wrong Motions in the Mind, 
flying even from all Appearance of Evil, and 
from the remoteft Poffibilities of Danger. In 
which View; not even a Two-Year-Old Child’s 
Bed and Manner of lying is left without In- 
fpection ; and certainly, from the Time our 
Congregation-Order firft began, never any 
Young Man and Young Woman, tho’ own 
Brother and Sifter, have, with the Approha~- 
tion of the Congregation-Leaders, flept fo much 
as in one Houfe; yea not any Boy or Girl, ex- 
cept the Parents had firft folemnly promifed 

to 
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to ufe particular Care, and to provide the pro-- 
per diftinét Apartments. 

The fame Circumfpection is extended to, and 
as carefully regulates, the whole Deportment 
in Point of commercial Dealings, of bodily 
Labour, of civil Peace, of Juftice and Equity; 
and whatever elfe makes an Article in wife 
Government or Morality in general. 

And indeed, the very Ground of the chi- 
merical Report about our matrimonial Regu- 
lation (fo far as it has any Ground at all) is 
no other, than our ftriét Adherence to a Prin- 
ciple received likewife in other Societies, viz. 
that Affairs and Circumftances of the Married 
State ought not to be confulted about with 
more than two Perfons,- approved, elderly, 
and obligated to be faithful; abfolutely cut- 
ting off, on the other Hand, the common li- 
centious Talk concerning fuch Subjeéts in do- 
meftic Converfation (and alfo not permitting 
any Man without his Wife, or Woman with- 
out her Hufband, to have the leaft fpecial In- 
tercourfe with one of the oppofite Sex:) The 
Practice of which Principle, in any large and 
confcientious Congregation, muft naturally 
caufe much Refort to fuch two Perfons, and 
fet thofe a fpeculating, who don’t know the 
Reafon of it, Vi. 
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VI. Unreafonable Cavilling about Words has 
never been practifed toa higher Degree, than 
it has againft us. I have Ground to believe, 
that the Opponents read fingle Lines in our 
Writings without ever regarding the Context, 
much as Sentences are fometimes drawn in a 
Lottery, or like dipping ina Book. If they 
alledge, that they only are even with me by 
fo doing, becaufe I do not read their Writings 
neither ; there is this wide Difference in our 
Behaviour, that I however do attack no Pro- 
duétion, till I have read it. If they would but 
do the like in this refpect, I fhould have no 
farther Complaint againft them, though they 
never fpent a Moment’s Attention upon me 
or my Writings. And certainly this would be 
better, than fo often to incur, as they do, the 
Cenfure in that old Hymn of Luther’s, 


They cry out rafh, 
"Tis wrong ! °tis Trafh ! 
Yet ne'er have read it over. 


For thereto is fubjoined, with the Suffrage of 
the whole Church, that this Proceeding does 


Satanic Mind difcover. 
Vil. But 
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VII. But the feventh Article is of more-Im- 
portance, and co-incides with the foregoing. 

The Adverfaries alarm the Reader by ufing 
a falfe Glafs, wherewith they can make the 
Points they carp at look odd and ftrange. 
They call even fuch Matters and Expreffions 
in Queftion, as, whenever they ftagger any 
Man, ftagger him for no other Reafon, but 
purely becaufe he never yet in all his Life hefi- 
tated about them, always taking it for grant- 
ed that the Thing was fo; but now he begins 
to look back, whether or no the Whole was 
indeed a Dream? 

As to one Artifice, it has before now juftly 
been replied, that this Argument, ‘ fuch or 
“© fuch a Heretic has ufed the fame Phrafe: 
© "Therefore it is Heterodox ;’’ is lame 
and filly. For when Peter fays, Thou art 
Chrift, he fpeaks juft what Satan had {poke 
before him; * and the Wife Men, when lay- 
ing fuch Strefs on the Star out of Sfacob, have 
no parallel Place in Scripture making for them, 
‘but the Prophecy of Balaam. Notwithftand- 
ing, neither did our Saviour tax Peter with 
having borrowed his Confeffion from the De- 

vil, 
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vil, nor does any one tax the Wife Men with 
acting on no other. Authority: in regard to the 
Star, befide Balaam’s Prophecy. And yet our 
Adverfaries think it a mighty Thing, whenever 
they can find a fingle Expreffion, ufed by a 
Brother, in fome old Heretic, although the 
Brother never heard fo much as that Heretic’s 
Name ; -and in ‘their Heat they forget, that 
the Fathers of the Church, or one and ano- 
ther Divine of their own Pale, and even the 
Holy Ghoft himfelf in the Bible, have faid the: 
very fame Thing, and even in the fame Terms. 
This is a Mafter-ftroke of theirs; but in fol- 
lowing it, they themfelves run into the moft 
horrible Errors. 
~ One Divine writes thus to’another, “* The 
“< Gnoftics did not afcribe the Creation to the 
** fupreme God: The Brethren alfo do not af 
‘* cribe it properly ‘to the Father, but to the 
s* Son.’ When an ignorant Reader meets 
with thefe Words, he thinks, That is a home 
Objection! So then, thofe People are Fere- 
tics! 

And yet this: thort Objection -involves no 
lefs than two extream Pieces of Nonfenfe, and 
one Blafphemy. That Divine was farely ei- 
ther no Lutheran, or at leaft had not in his 

db Childhood. 
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Childhood been taught that otherwife Stand- 
ard-Hymn, Bom Himmel hoch da fomm. 
ich her, (From Heaven high I now defcend, 
&c.) For if he ever learnt this, then it was 
not in any Gzofzc, but in his own Lutheran 
Catechetical Manual, that he firft read fuch a 
Pofition, ‘ how that the Creator of all Things 
** did fo abafe Himéelf, the fupreme Good put 
“© on our poor Flefh and Blood, the Maker of 
all Creatures took upon him our Nature.” 
Will he apply all this to the Father ? Then he 
is at leaft an Anthropomorphite, if not a Pa- 
tripafian. And fo he plunges himfelf dire@tly 
into two Herefies, by pretending thus to fhun 
the Guoffic. ‘That is the firft Nonfenfe. 

Further, by the Objection fo put, he be- 
trays manifeftly, That he accounts the Father 
of Jefus Chrift as (N.B.) a fuperior God. 

The Tertium comparationis, where. the 
Gnoftics and we are made to meet, admits of 
no other Explanation. Now, is this agreeable 
to the Augufian Confeffion? Not only as it 
adopts the Creed of Athanafius, but in refpect 
of the plain and exprefs Words of the firft 
Article of the Confeffion ? 

What could Arius or Sabellius have faid 
more ? 
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-In order therefore to pafs a charitable Sen- 
tence, one mutt call this the fecond Nonfenfe, 
left it receives a worfe Name. 

Laftly, The undeniable Blafphemy confifts 
in this, that a Man derives that Doétrine from 
Gnoftic Heretics, which the Holy Ghoft him- 
felf fuggefts to the Author of the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, commenting upon the 1024 Pfalm. 
Thou, O God, in the Beginning haft laid the 
Foundation of the Earth, and the Heavens are 
the Work of thy Hands, were David’s Words; 
in Harmony with Gew,i.1. Now, fays the 
divinely-infpired Commentator, This was faid 
unto the Son. Is that to be termed Guoffic? * 

This Time, it feems, our Fault is, that we 
make the Saviour too great.. But another 
Time we are charged with treating him too 
difrefpectfully ; not being afhamed to reprefent 
him as a Carpenter. 

I was once in a large Company ae Doétors 
and Univerfity-Profeffors. Said they, “‘ There 
“« is no fuch Thing as that in the Bzbke.”— 
“ The Thought, replied I, would not have 
“come in my Mind, if I had not read it 
there.’’—. After fome fearch, the, to them 
unknown, Paflage, Maré vi. 3. prefented itfelf. 
Ay! faid my Critics, but réxray does not ne- 

D2 ceffarily 
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ceffarily fignify a Houfe-Carpenter, it may as 
well be 2 Maker of Implements for Hufband- 
ry 5 properly, ’tisa Peafant that makes Ploughs. 
J affured them, the Amendment did not come 
at allamifs tome; my View had been, to im- 
prefs on Mens Minds my Saviour’s true and un- 
feigned Humiliation, and therein I had only 
happened to exprefs myfelf hitherto with ‘the 
German Bible. 

Tis made a characteriftic Mark of a Hlerrn~ 
huther, “‘ That he preaches about the Lamb, 
** about Blood and Wounds.” ‘It is furely ow- 
ing to the Lethargic, decrepit State of Chrif- 
tianity at prefent, that fuch audacious Speeches 
from the Mouth of a Divine can pafs with ‘ut- 
ter _Impunity: So late as Fifty Years ago, it 
would have been as muich as his Place, Repu- 
tation and Liberty were worth, if a mere Pro- 
feflor of Litera humaniores had dropt a Sneer 
like this! 

.. Let our Saviour urge as much as he will, 
That his Father is not known unto the World, 
but only to his Difczples ; that the World can- 
not receive the Holy Ghoft, till fach Time as 
it through that Spirit firft believes in Him: + 
Let him tell his Difciples ever fo roundly, that 

the 
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the Holy Ghoft will reprove 2hé World for no 
other Siz, but Lecaufe they BELIEVE NOT 
on, IM + (which St Paz has carried. fo far, 
as to affirm, That while the Epbefians lived in 
the World without Chrift, they were @Seo, 
Atheifts ; and St ohn, That he that hath not the 
Son, Oedv dx yet, hath #o God.) Yet the Qp- 
ponents in our Days infift openly, that. the 
Knowledge of the Father is an Affair for the 
World, that the Myftery of the Trinity muft 
be promulged to the World. . As pofitive as 
our Saviour’s Words are; No Man. knoweth the 
Father, fave the Son, and he to whomfoever the 
Son will reveal Him ;.and again, No Man com= 
eth unto the Father, but by Me :*.Somg Divines, 
neverthelefs, prefume to degiz their Syftem with 
the Father; nor are there wanting Auditors, 
who pretend to be acquainted with the Bible, 
and yet are not. once fhocked at this Innova- 
tion in Fundamentals, 

For our Part, when we fee Gofpel-Teachers 
.di€tating fuch an unfcriptural Hyfteron-proteron, 
which, when it can be ranked among other 
-‘Miftakes connived at by divine Patience, is 
no. more than barely fufferable, but when 
pened for as fome Scripture-Truth, is of a- 

theiftically- 
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theiftically-bad Confequence ; ; and labouring 
withal to force it upon the Brethrens Chureh, 
though fhe is their e/der Sifter, not only not 
acknowledging, but refufing fo much as to 
tolerate in her the Saviour’s Grace, which hath 
refcued her from the faid Blindnefs: We can- 
not but ftand amazed. Even among Divines 
of the Aug/burg-Confeffion, there are found 
Cavillers, who, in the Sight of the Roman- 
Catholics, do their utmoft to affix to this Con- 
feffion, fuch an indefenfible antichriftian Idea 
as that now mentioned ; purely that they may 
be able, afterwards at leaft, to brand the Bre- 
thren with Difference of Doétrine therefrom, 
and fo to exchide them from the national re- 
ligious Privileges. And why all this?) Only 
becaufe the Brethren adhere to‘our Bleffed 
Saviour’s Expreffions! which, in the prefent 
Point, deferve our*Heed fo much the more, as 
it was not a Subject he otherwife was inclined 
to be eloquent upon; for he did not _feek his 
‘cwn Glory, and therefore nothing but the 
urgent Neceffity of eftablifhing a juft Theory 
for-Teachers in Time to come, could move 
him to fuch unaccuftomed Declarations - in 
reference to bim/elf. oe 

The 
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The Apoftlé makes it a Property of the 
Chriftian Religion, in oppofition to Heathenifm, 
“That every one fhould fcientifically, or 
“ with Knowledge, poffe/s the -Veffel of his 
* own Body iz Sanétification and Honour.” + 
Now at the Time the Brethrens Congrega- 
tion appeared afrefh on the Horizon of the 
Church, fhe found on one Hand, the Lu/t of 
Concupifcence carried to the utmoft Pitch poffi- 
ble, and the Youth almoft totally ruined; and 
on the other, fome few thoughtful Perfons, 
who propofed a Spirituality like that of the 
Angels, The moft fincere among thefe latter 
went fo far, that many of the Female Sex took 
Courfes tending abfolutely to deftroy Nature, 
and in the other Sex there have been Inftances 
of a refolute Self-caftration (which, odd as it 
is, and far from being a Precedent, is yet 
otherwife taken by the juft Judge of the Heart 
and Reins, than by the jocofe Part of Man- 
kind.) This was the Situation we found 
Things in. Here I will not deny, but after I 
had, firft, in my School-Years, been through- 
ly apprifed of the fad Corruption of Youth, 
and feen plain enough how much both the 
common Depravity fince the Fall, and parti- 
i . cular 
+ 1 Theff iv. 4. 
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cular Family-Taints, and alfo bad Company, 
Habits, and, in fome, curious Speculation, in 
others, Ignorance, contributed thereto: in dif- 
ferent Ways; and afterwards had, from thé 
Year 22 till 32, with great Patience and Can- 
dor brought to the Touchftone the various 
Theofophical Schemes, which feveral Men 
(fome of them well-meaning, and others only 
felf-conceited) oppofed to the fore-mentioned 
Evils, and had found the faid Schemes partly 
too fuperficial, partly un-evangelical, partly of 
dangerous Confequence, and fometimes refting 
on a quite erroneous Bottom: I then indeed 
earneftly encouraged the feeking and recover- 
ing again of that loft Jewel, the true Gofpel- 
Knowledge of ourfelves; and the Temple of 
our Body; the feeking of it, I fay, partly in 
the primitive and fimple Scripture-Expreffions 
in general, but efpecially from one Quarter 
(which is of incomparably-fuperior Force to 
all Science, Underftanding and Experience 
whatfoever) the Wrapping-up of ourfelves by 
Faith into the Human Nature of Jefus Chrift, 
Rom. xiii. 14. 

While now fome Thoufands of both Sexes 
in their tender Years, and alfo at the Age. of 
young Men and young Women, and feveral 

Hundreds 
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Hundreds of Married Pairs, befidethofe Vir- 
gins of the Church called Widows, } thank 
their Saviour Day and Night, that they have 
in Fact been delivered from the Corruption 
which is in the World, and are able chearfully 
to fix their Heart and Eye upon that bleffed 
Perfon, who is both our Rule, and Pattern, 
and Phyfician ; they are neceflarily ftruck with 
Horror, when they hear, that the moft abo- 
minable Jefts are thrown out upon thefe fo {e- 
rious and important Truths, and upon the 
faithfal Steps taken to preferve, and from the 
Bottom heal, a Congregation of Jefus Chrift; 

and when Perfons, who fo 4ncercly, truly, and 
fyccetsfally (yet withal fo avoiding any Affec- 
tation,: that Grace doth only fanctify, ‘not 
quite abolith Nature) have offered. them- 
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any oa of, nor even ceil the like to 
be: poffible. 

*Tis certain, that not only in the Canticles, 
but in feveral other Books of Scripture, the 
corporal Circumflances and Members of the 

E human 
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human Frame are fo dire@ly fpoken: of,: atid 
all! reldtiag ‘ ‘to them fo fimply told, that it-is 
“evident lsheteBy, the. Hely Spirit, ‘who on éther 
‘ Occafions reqbired the Barying of the-leaft ac- 
scidental Fateh i in the Camp, did neither account 
ithe Parts: ‘of a human‘ Body dimong the-unclean 
‘Things, “for in 447s Senfe’ ordered the Cover- 
“bhi? for" thei ; as moreover they ‘cannot pof- 
‘fibly be! bavered or -coricealed fiom’ each Per- 
‘for ir tepard’ of his own Individual: And here 
‘an affeéted Diffimulation is: ‘apter-to fofter great 
Tranfgreffiohs and fecret Sins, than‘affift the 
holy Préfervation of Body and-Mind. Tis 
‘certain‘difo, that thefe Paffages may in: all Fa- 
mily-Bibles: be read, ‘and fufficiently abufed by 
any one ‘fo! difpofed. Nevertheles, I. freely 
allow, that this is indeed a Subjeét, which 
ought not to be propounded to the Public, but 

with the utmoft Circumfpection. 
~ Had I dreamed in the leaft, Firft, That the 
well-meant Hymns and Prayers on this Head 
would have come into the Hands of Strangers; 
Secondly, ‘That Men of Canaan’s Difpofition 
would: be. found even among Divines, who, 
purely for ‘the Pleafure of oppreffing and. em- 
bataffing innocent Souls, would give the moft 


valuable divine Truths-and known Scripture- 
Words 
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Words a ridiculous Turn in the Face of the. 
World, and withal give all Chaftity and- Mo- 
defty its laft Stab: I undoubtedly, : inftéad of 
fapprefling the XII* Collection of Wettéravian 
Poems, ‘would have begun much earlier, and 
left out fuch Subjects in our firft Hymn-Books 
above Twenty Yearsago. I know what Con-’ 
fideration a Man ought to have for his poor. 
Fellow-Men, already too prone to the immoral 

Side, and to mifufe the moft innocent Things. 
But when, in Twenty Years Experience, 
I never faw one Inftance of any creditable 
Man of the World being fhocked, or fo much 
as the Delicacy of his Imagination aggrieved, 
by my Difcourfes to the feveral Choirs, deli- 
vered always in all People’s Hearing, and 
with an Opennefs which is natural to unfeign- 
ed Simplicity ; the ufual and conftant Echo 
thereto being rather, as! It ts true! So it 
ought to be! Ican’t deny, but I proceeded 
in this Matter pretty fecurely, and without Ap- 
prehenfion. And after all, they were not Men 
of the World, nor even the fo called Theologi 
trregeniti, who found out this Ball of Con- 
tention, but alas! Perfons making Profeffion 
of GodlinefS; fo that ene was almott. tempted 
to furmife that fome Beil or difeafed Part had 
E 2 been 
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been ‘touched, which in them was in fuch 
good Forwardnefs as to be fore; whereas in the 
others, through divine Condefcenfion, it was 
fill benumbed and infenfible. 

_ Yet I could not with any Conant make 
the now-mentioned Conclufion neither; I ra- 
ther have been forced to confider both this 
Attack upon our Hymns, and the Imputations 
of.a like Kind dropt by another Divine in the 
laft Days of his Life, as purely fome enraged 
and random Strokes, fuch as a Man deals about 
him when defperate, in order to keep off his 
Antagonift the fhorteft Way, when he dares 
not clofe with him regularly: Downright De- 
famation is fubftituted, to fave the Refpondent 
all farther Trouble and Sweat. Were not this 
the Cafe, furely fuch a principal Point, tho’ 
we had not hit the right Notion concerning 
it, would at léaft have deferved to be difcuffed 
in a more modeft and ferious Manner. But, 
as I have already obferved, a real Difcuffion 
was not the Aim. 


VIII. I now come to Faés. -It is a Cuf- 
tom with my Opponents (either fincerely, or 
out of Policy) ta remain ignorant of Matters 
weal tranfacted among us; -and, -on the other 
Hand, 
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Hand, to’ bé mighty certain: of Sora a= 
have no Exiftence. 


We have not as yet in any of the Bicduens 
Congregations gone fo far towards erecting a 
public Cafh, as is practifed in every Parifh or 
Village about us, according to national Settle- 
ment. Yet they at firft filled whole Books 
with Outcries againft a Community of Goods, 
which fubfifted only in their Imagination : : 
And when they perceived that that was going 
too far, they turned the Story at once into a 
God’s-Fund. * Upon this Footing (by their 
Account) all ftill keep fo much as may fuffice 
for the bare Neceffities of Life, but muft how- 
ever fo impoverifh themfelves by Contribu- 
tions, that when they happen afterwards to 
leave the Congregation, they fall upon the 
Adverfaries Hands for Maintenance. One of 
thefe Gentlemen exaggerates the Thing fo 
much, that one would think, he was going 
to fet up a formal Collection for the Malecon- 
tent Herrubuthers that would become his Pro- 
felytes. 
_ Now as they have difcovered this Fund for 
God’s Work among us, which we, for our Part, 
do martes with, than at prefent fee any Likeli- 
hood 


s So the Treafure of a Veftry is commanly called in 
all Geraany, 
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hood of: So, on the other Hand, they know 
of no fuch Thing as a Converfion of Hea- 
thens by our Miniftry, and what they hear 
_ occafionally of this Kind, aa with whens for 
Rhodomontades. 

A Harveft: of the Lord in all Quarters of 
the World, employing already about 300 La+ 
bourers, feems as entirely to efcape their Know- 
ledge, as fome Utopian Country beyond the 
River Sabbathion ; and if they can but make a 
‘Topographical Criticifm, and find Fault with 
the Name given to one or another Place, they 
think they have done the Bufineis. 

Be that as it will! that the Public may be 
no longer impofed upon with an imaginary 
Thing, called Heylands/ or Lamb’s-Fund; 
nor our Congregation expofed thereby at length 
to various Extortions, which (according to 
Oriental Procedure) this Rumour might draw 
upon her, and which perhaps fome intend ; 
this, I fay, is a Particular, that more neceffa- 
rily requires us to break our Silence, than 
the Informing our Opponents fo over-dili- 
gently about the profperous, though ftill of- 
preffed, State of our Miffions among the Hea- 
then, and about the Topographcial Spot where 
they are feated. In the mean while, their 

Affertions 
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.Affertions about the‘ one and. the other, fhew 
-phinly. how: far: our Adverfaries . daetligence 
; Saad with regard to‘our. true‘ Circumftances::. 

. Im general, with. Faéts the Cafe is much 
-otherwite than’ with Expreffions:: The Con- 
‘troverfy. concerning the latter, :as foon as it is 
a:ferious one. (that.is, when-Men:are not. dif- 
affected to the Truth itfelf, but only ftumble 
at the real Impropriety of. one or ‘another 
Phrafe) is entirely. put an End: to oy: a Dafh 
or-two of the Pen. 

But the former, when related with that 
Confidence and Pofitivenefs, as. if the ‘Writers 
had been Eye-witnefles thereto (as I obferve 
daily; Men,-whom I at leaft never faw nor 
{poke with, nor knew they were in: Being, 
affect. to appear. as my’ particular Intimates) 
{trike the -Reader more, fo that. he is. almoft 
ata Stand what-to think.. | 

. Several Facts. could. and wnight have been 
true; and fuppofing they. had:been {o,. ce 
had been but right. 

But regularly, or according to the general 
Run, whatever is affirmed about us, is not true; 
or at.:leaft, certainly not-true in the Manner, 
that it is. told. Very often, it would be a 
pretty: fafe Rule, to fuppofe the direct Contra- 
ry of. what is faid! Tn 
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‘-: In the mean while, fince it wis meét-how- 
“ever, to give all thofe Perfons, who‘ were the 
appointed, : or ‘but equitable Judges thereof, a 
juft Account -of certain: Particulars, which 
anight, as ufually reprefénted, at firft Sight 
Gaufe bad Impreffions; and thefe of the worft 
Effet, asfuch Matters are feldom twice:re- 
Viewed, and cénfequently ‘the firft Offénee 
hardly ever removed: Therefore I have! from 
time to time taken Care; both that our Supe- 
vzors fhould be fatisfied, as Duty required, and 
the Public a\fo, on the moft. neceffary O€ca- 
fions,, have the Means of: Bane us pu. into 
their Hands. 

Firft, In regard of the alee: I have beer 
fomewhat more: aétive from the Year 1745 
to 1748, and now and then even replied to 
fome Accufations of my Adverfaries. . . 

My laft Writing of this Sort, was the Sze- 
cin Iluftration of above a Hundred Points, 
reprefented to our Difadvantage, but quite 
contrary to Fact, within a. few Sheets of the 
Appendix to a certain Church-Hiftory. 

Four Challenges, with great Attention of 
the Public, have, by thofe in our Church 
authorized to difpatch Writings, been prefent- 


ed to the Superiors under whom the Authors 
lived, 
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lived, requefting that a fair Conference might 
be appointed between the Accufers and our 
Syndics. It has been talked in the World, 
as if the Delivery of the two Firft had been 
ftopped by thofe who knew themfelves guilty. 

Upon the Third and Fourth, Conferences 
have been actually decreed, and what preli- 
minary Steps had been taken in the Affair, 
are preferved by us on Record; but through 
fome Means or other which the oppofite Party 
thought fit to employ, they were again receded 
from. 

The Untruths fent over, in the Name of 
three Theological Faculties, into. fome other 
Countries, from whence I had the Reading 
of them given me, were altioris indaginis, 
than that I could as yet take Notice of them. 

When his Majefty had formed a Refolu- 
tion, after having already approved of our 
Brethren’s Settling in Upper-Lu/atza, and after 
having granted my Domettics feveral Immuni- 
ties in Bardy, to extend the like to us through- 
out thé Electorate and his other hereditary Do- 
minions; F'took the Liberty very preffingly to 
remonftraté, that his moft gracious Intention 
could’ not with Propriety be accomplithed, 

FE without 
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without a previsus Examination into the pre= 
fent State of the Brethrens Church, not only 
as eftablifhed in bis Majefty’s, but in other 
Countries: And when this my humble Requeft 
was condefcended to, I could not but acknow- 
ledge it with fuitable Thankfulnefs. 

Juft as the King’s Commiffaries for this Ex- 
amination, chofen from among the principal 
Officers and Divine: round his own Perfon, 
and in other Parts of the Realm, were come 
together, the Convocation of the feveral De- 
partments of our Synod, which had met in 
Silefia (in order to inftall Dr Cochzus, Chief 
Chaplain to the King af Pruffiz, into the Pre- 
fidentfhip of the Reformed Branch in the Unz- 
fy, intrufted to him by our Church) was at 
the fame Time breaking up; and fo, on their 
Way to Hennerfdorf, I took the Opportunity 
of prefenting the moft Part of the Members to 
the Commiffaries. 

I found, that our State. above-mentioned 
(a true Report whereof was to be brought be- 
fore the moft honourable Privy Council). had 
been in fome Refpects contefted ; and therefore 
it fecmed to me not enough, to relate the 
Matter pofitively as # was, I thought, the 
a . ae Ground- 
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Groundleffhefs of what was objected to rhe 
contrary, ought moreover to be demonftrated. 

Accordingly, I caufed not only all Books 
of our Congregation (both thofe owned by me, 
and {uch as had been merely tolerated) but alfo, 
out of the neighbouring Library at Zztiuz, the 
Books hitherto publifhed againft us, to be 
carefully collected, and begse1 the worthy 
Commiffaries, efpecially the. Divines, out of 
Zeal for the Truth, to fpend fome Days in 
looking them :over with me. As I myfelf 
had as yet read: but few-of- the latter Sort, “I 
thought I could take no-better Time for fuch 
a: Perufal, than when it-would directly become 
ferviceable to an effectual Solution of the Dif- 
ficulties, and Illuftration of the real Cafe. 

Whether, and how far this: my Propofal 
was complied with ; and what was the Refulr, 
upon my delivering-in.a very full-Deduétion 
of all the general and? particular Circumftances 
of my Office; the. Privy Council miift have 
been fisfficiently informed - by the Minutes of 
the Commiffion. 

I have indeed paced, ‘fom? ‘a Decl ara 
tion of Dr Wezkman’s (feparate from the Opi- 
nion of the Faculty) fent to Sweden, ‘and: from 
thence communicated to- me, that that z7- 

EZ ani mous 
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animous Report of the King’s Commiffaries: was 
Not quite according to his Tafte, fince he men- 
tions his protefting, and for his own .Perfon 
having affirmed, “ That he would not ac- 
** knowledge the Brethren for Adherents of the 
“< Augfburg Confeffion, till they adopted like- 
“ wife the Formula Concordia.” 

But as this, though known to be an Idea 
of fome of the Wittenberg Divines, was cer- 
tainly foreign to the BufinefS of the Commit 
fion, becaufe, as the Doétor himfelf confeffes, 
the Formula Concor diz was not at alt the Point 
then enquired about; at the fame ‘Time that 
the Doctor’s Infinuation, as though I or my 
People had receded from our own Declaration, 
is confuted. by the authentic Minutes: So, in 
Reality, the Meafures taken by the whole 
Corpus Evengelicorum about the. Year 1722, 
the Conduct already ufed by divers Potentates, 
and laftly, conformably to the fame, the ge- 
neral Intimations and-well-confidered Appoint- 
ments of his Majefty’s Privy Council, have, 
as it was fit they fhould, hitherto weighed. 
more, and proved more decifive, than. all fuch 
private Sentiments of Doétors. Thefe latter, 
on account of their Oddnefs and Inconfiftency, 


have perhaps in Times paft been liftened to 
by 
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by Men of Senfe in the Warld with a Kind of 
Curiofity and Aftonifhment; but of late have 
been received with fuch. a vifible Contempt 
and Coolnefs, that the aggrieved Party could 
fearce difparage themfelves more,.. than by put~ 
ting thernfelves in fome ferious Pofture of De 
fence again{t them. . 

Te was in the Year 1748, that I attained a 
final Infight into the true State and Merit of the 
Controverfy ; and what Refolution I. therefore 
took with regard to it, has. fince then been of- 
ten plainly enough avowed. I became more 
and. more convinced, that it. was. my Part,. to 
continue to keep:mydfelf, as.I had hitherto done, 
enticely out of that Confufion;; to apply. my~ 
felf to my. Calling: with all Madefty and. good 
Order, -and: withal to make feafonable Offers 
to all the. Powers,.. under. whofe Government 
our. Churches live,; of ‘giving them. from: time 
to.time. 4; fhort.'and- pofitive Solution ‘of -any: 
Doubts moved, or hereafter -to be moved a- 
gaint us. And after-E had: been fo fortunate, 
as, throughout'the whole Year 1749, before’ 
the Parliament and Church of Exgland::ta exe: 
hibit an inconteftable Inftance. of my Sincerity: 
in fuch.Offers; I could with more Paffivenefs 
wait, what Ufe other Rulers. would be pleafed 

ta. 
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to make of what.I thus propofed, in order -td 
fuch an Illuftration of ane as secs feem 
to them fatisfactory.. 

Secondly, Next to: ‘his. Hicks cee hays 
ever one Thing -further ; -which.was,’ out.of 
Confideration for many honeft.‘and. candid 
Minds fcattered up and down in’ the World, 
to remove fome almoft unavoidable Stumbling- 
blocks out of their Way. 

For this juft-and lJaudable_End, during my 
prefent Abode in:Germany, Extracts : having 
been firft very faithfully made;’ by and under 
the. Infpeétion. of: a Man. of undoubted Inte- 
grity, out of all thé known Controverfial Books 
written againft us;i'to the Amount! of ‘near:a 
Thoufand Paffagés; iI tobk the Leifure: to ex- 
plain myfelf upon them. fo clearly and pofitivély, 
efpecially as to. the Queftions of Faé?, :that L 
foarce think. the equitable. Public ever expected 
formuch: at muy’ Hands, much'ifefs: ae cae 
will infift: on. amy more, * >) (ees ti. fo 

oiswill, notwithftanding, do: Cees tine’ more. 
While I am now concluding: this {mall Writ- 
ing; and‘ abfolutely. taking Leave ofthe Public 
with ees to his soe I will here com- 
bei 2 “near Sine oe Dont ~-municate 


“8 "Fhie Work is printed, togetlier swith Mr Spangen- 
3erg’s Declaration, 
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- municate to the horioured Reader fome Od/er- 


‘wations, that have been made concerning my 


Manner of Thinking and Acting, and which 


‘. find to bé well-grounded.:: According to 


thefe he may pretty fafely judge of whatfoever 


che hears reported concerning me, yea, of what- 
{oever he with his own Eyes or Ears may have 


indiftin@ly taken-in; and, agreeably to the 
naturaland common Rules of eftimating Per- 
fons arid Things, may always pretty nearly an- 
{wer his own Queftion, Whether fuch or fuch 


‘a Thing could poffibly have been fo or fo? and 


particularly alfo, whether fome Fact or Prin- 
ciple, which, confidered on ove Side, where it 
ftands in a falfe Light, muft appear very fhock- 
ing, may not perhaps on another, and being 
taken in its true Light, appear amiable, and 
beyond Contradiction praife-worthy ? 

I therefore defire the Reader to beftow 
barely fo much Trouble as this upon me fur- 
ther, to make himfelf Mafter of the following 
unfophifticated Delineation of my Make and 
Character in general ; and whenever my Per-~ 
fon or any of my Circumftances for the future 
come on the Carpet, to recur a little to this 
Glue. ; 
If 
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If this can facilitate fuch a thorough Im 
partiality in judging, that, without reflectin 
at all on what Religious: Denoriiination I hav 
been brought up in, or what Offices I hav 
borne, I may be confidered for the future as. 
Man, who is dependant on none but God alone 
that Ordinance of God in whofe Dominions h 
then dwells, and his own Confcience ; I fhall 
on my own Account, be no ways diflatisfie 
at it; and fhall at the fame time rejoice t 
have found at laft a Method, to fave the Rea 
der, in very great meafure, the Difquifition o 
fo many captious Queftions raifed by my Ad 
verfaries about my Perfon and external Situa 
tion. 

But before we go forward, I muft add on 
Remark relating to the Head we are nov 
upon. Iam a plain, blunt, and artlefs Man 
¥ fay nothing knowingly, that is not true. ] 
I {peak a thing, then I _d really apprehende: 
it fo, and no otherwife, I may not perhap 
always fpeak all that I know ; but no othe 
fenfible Man does it neither. When a Mai 
confines himfelf to relate with Veracity th 
bare Fac then before him, he is not fo mucl 
as at Liberty to mention things diftinét there 
from, though he otherwife could withou 

Scruple 
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Scruple. A Fact fometimes may be true or fale, 
(and materially fo, for the main Circumftances 
may alter) according as you date it two or three 
Days fooner or later. And when two Perfons, 
who contradict each other in relation to fome 
Tranfaction, only differ a few Hours inthe Time; 
there is a Poffibility that both may be right, and 
that they only don’t underftand one another. 

T moreover do not. in a heedlefs Way either 
admit, or not admit, a Thing for Fa@. My 
Office requires of me to look into a Matter 
fomewhat more thoroughly, before I affirm 
or deny it, than. can be expected of Men in 
commion. The Excufe of putéram, which 
others without-Scruple alledge for fuch Mif- 
takes, I fhould be the laft to content myfelf 
with. When therefore a Matter of Faét is 
afferted by me, which others deny; or made 
a Doubt of by me, while others affert it: 
the Reader (if he cannot wait the proper and 
regular Trial, but is obliged to determine for 
him({elf immediately) may evidently with more 
Security believe me, than my Adverfaries. 
The prefumiptive Probability muft be allowed 
to be on my Side. 

"One Thing is. particularly wifhed from all 
impartial Readers, who efteem our Cafe to 

G be 
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be of fome ferious Importance, and that is, 
that they would be pleafed to bear in Mind 
certain general Prefuppofitions, which we in- 
deed often repeat, but the Opponents, proba- 
bly to ferve their own Turn, never take any 
Notice of ; for a Confufion in regard to thefe, 
is the Caufe of all Mifunderftanding. Why 
has it been fo much the Mode of late, to de- 
nominate us, as a Body of Men, from Herru- 
buth? Chiefly becaufe, although the Confti- 
tution of the Brethren’s Congregations has, in 
Things not effential, been fo carefully, re- 
gularly, and clearly diftinguifhed into feveral 
Branches, which only in the One Thing ne- 
ceffary are at the fame time intimately united, 
yct by means of the Name Herrubuth, the 
Adverfaries are able, as often as they pleafe, 
to blend all together, and fo prefent to the 
Reader a mere Chaos. 

But, from a Place that has been joined as a 
Chapel of Eafe to a Parifh in Upper Lufatia, 
can Inferences be rationally drawn to an Epif- 
copal Church elfewhere, who two hundred 
Years ago in England was by Charter made 
Superintendant of all foreign Proteftants, and 
affifted among. the King’s Commiffioners at 
the Revifal. of the Evgli/b Ecclefiaftical Laws, 
ae and 
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and not above two Years fince clearly evinced 
thefe her ancient Privileges before the proper 
Court? Every one fees, that this is abfurd, 
Yet if the Reader himfelf is not on his Guard 
againft the Impropriety, the Opponents will 
be at no Pains to warn him: For they can fo 
much the better criticife the Epifcopal Church 
at Hlerrnhaag, by the Teft of the Refponfium 
given from Tubingen properly in the Cafe of 
the Congregation at Hlerrnhuth. 
As they have been capable of demon- 
{trating that a Swedz/b Preacher at Stockholm, 
was no good Lutheran, by comparing him 
only with the Reformed Branch, fubfifting 
in the Empire, Switzerland, Holland, Eng- 
land and America: As they have, on other 
Occafions, endeavoured: to amufe Magiftrates 
with the Query, Whether the Awakening 
in Letland and Efibland may not have fome- 
thing elfe at Bottom? Whether among the 
Teachers in Penfylvania, there may not be 
Pruffian Officers, who are to inlift the tall 
Indians, and bring them over to Europe? It 
required afterwards but a {maller Stretch and. 
Violence of Conftruction, to make the Con- 
gregation at Herrnbuth refponfible for the 
XII Parcel of Poems printed in Werteravia. 
G 2 The 
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The Name of Herrnhuth is picad enough to 
bear all. 


After this pretty long Preface, which yet 


was no Digreffion, I proceed to give the pro- 
mifed Idca of the prefent Ordinary of the 
Brethren; and a true one it is, if I myfelf am 


a Judge. 


“ The Ordinary of the Brethren, confi- 
dered in himfelf, is a fimple Chriftian, who 
poffeffes his Mafter Jefus Chrift in his Heart, 
and, for his own Perfon, does not carry 


-his Contemplations much farther than that; 


for which Reafon he has again introduced 
the Sentiments and Diction of the Old 
Hymns, a Language almoft totally caft off 
by the prefent Age. So far as he is obliged 
to be a Divine, he diftinguifhes between, 
(1.) Lheolgia fatvifica S Ecclefie plantanda, 
the Soul-faving ‘Theology, which is all re- 
ducible to JESUS CHRIST, God 
and Man, our Saviour; and this the Holy 
Ghoft, and every true,Apoftolical Evange- 
lift, preach abroad publickly to the World: 
(2.) Dheologia regenitorum, feu Ecclefie@ 


“* plantate, to which pertain all Myfteries, as 
* the Baptifm of Adults, the Holy Commu- 


“* nion, 


[45] 

nion, the Doétrine of the Holy Trinity, 
which is eternal Life to thofe who are in 
Chrift Jefus ; this whole Dodétrine is, as 
it were, learn’d on his Breaft, and taught 
in Congregations by the Paftors: ( 3.) 
Theologia apocalyptica feu prophetica Novi 
Teftamenti, which is by the heavenly Fa- 
ther difpenfed according to his own good 
Pleafure, for the Confolation or Informa- 
tion of thofe, who under Him have fome 
Affairs of the Kingdom of Jefus Chrift 
upon Earth to care for, and without fuch 
a Manifeftation would either take wrong 
Steps, or be difcouraged. 

“© The firft of thefe Theologies, is defigned 
for Pulpit-Preaching ; the fecond, according 
to Luther’s known Principle, and according 
to the Practice of the Apoftles, is intended 
for the Meeting-Chambers of Congrega~ 
tions; the third, is delivered only into 


* one’s own Ear. So that, whofoever makes 


the fecond Kind of Doétrine the Subje& of 
his more public Preaching, is certainly no 
right Apoftolical Man; and whofoever 
writes Books about the third, is certainly 
not a good Prophet. . 
 Whoio- 
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. * Whofoever accufes the Ordinary of the 


Brethren, as if he did not preach fimply 
the fame Point as St Paul preached, (for 
fome have charged him even with this) has 
furely never heard him preach. Whoever is 
not convinced, that the Father of Jefus is, 


¢ within the Congregation, hisGod and Text ; 


has furcly never heard him fpeak in the 
Congregation. Whoever will be a Theo- 
fophift, fly high, and obtain a Delineation 
how it is to be at the End of the World, 
will feek in vain for fuch Matters in the 
Ordinary’s Writings. For if fuch a Thing 
is ever touched upon there, it is both very 
rarely, and certainly not with the Intention 
to eftablith fome particular Thefis, but only 


‘to cure this or the other Error, Mifappre- 


henfion or Rafhnefs, that has mingled itfelf 
with thefe long-received Truths, ° 
“In general, the Ordinary draws the Ma- 


teria fidei (the Matters which are to be be- 


lieved) purely out of the Spirit of the oly 
Scripture; as to the Divine Infpiration of 
which, he is convinced to fuch a Degree, 
that if he was to pour out his whole Heart 
on this Subject, perhaps the moft zeatous 

«© Apologift 
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Apologift for the Seuiptare would: think it 
too much. 

“< The Method, he is directed to by the 
Oeconomy of that Age of the World in 
which he lives; and his Rule is (certainly 
a juft one) as diametrically as poffible to 
meet and oppofe the Corruption then reign- 
ing both in Doétrine and Pra€tice. 

“© The firft Eighteen Sections of the Synod 
of Bern, contain in this re{pect all that, 
which Luther, when he fimply followed 
his own Heart (and was as yet more cor- 
roborated and impreffed by the Simplicity 
and Truth that fhone-forth in Prince George 


© of Anbalt and his Friend Bugenbagen, than 


damped by the Criticifms and Crypto-Cal- 
vinifm of Php, or carried out in Contro~- 
verfy againft fome Fanatics of his own 
Church) always ufed to repeat, and more 
than once pofitively declared, “* That this 
was his true Mind and Perfuafion; and if 
even he fhould fome. time or other fpeak 
otherwife, they fhould not believe it.’” His 


“ (maller Catechifim, notwithftanding the one 


ce 
ce 
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or two human Miftakes therein, carries with 
it fuch a Oci; his Aysnns fo richly contain 
and preferve all the Orthodoxy, which the 

“© Deft 


cé 
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beft of the Fathers have together; and his 


“ prefatory Cautions, premifed by him at pub- 


lifhing his Directory for divine Worfhip, 
are fo juft; that all thefe, are to the Bre- 
threns Church a Monumentum ere perennius, 
His Tranflation of the Bible, taking it in the 
Whole, has more Unétion than any other, 
more of the Spirit of the Scripture than the 
beft Expofitors, and the Stile, among all 
Verfions of the holy Scriptures, comes be 
yond Comparifon the neareft to the original 
Stile. Neither the Septuagint nor the Vul- 
gate ate equal to it in the Dignity of Ex- 
preffion. ‘To preach Ore Lutheri, will re- 
main an Honour, as long as the Gofpel fhall 
be preached in German. And _ therefore 
the Ordinary of the Brethren has both the 
German Bible, and alfo the Smaller Cate- 
chifm, the Hymns, the fundarental Prin- 
ciples of the Reformation, the incomparable 
Torgau-Articles (7. e. the 4ug/burg-Confef- 
fion) almoft every Word by Heart; and 
this has been hitherto the Rule and Touch- 
ftone, by which he has tried his Clergy’s 
Manner of expreffing themfelves. 
‘© Whether the Enlargements and Amend- 
ments, made to this beautiful Body of Doc- 
“© trine 
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trine afterwards, have done much Good ; 
this is not the Place to enquire into. As to 
the Ordinary and his Churches, it is cer- 
tain that they will not fuffer themfelves to 
be tied to any Thing farther. 

«© When practical Philofophy is meant, the 
Ordinary of the Brethren may be called a 
Philofopher. In regard of Theory, fince it 
is as much to be looked for, that the great- 


eft {peculative Adepts of the 18th Century 


will by thofe of the 19t be accounted guil- 
ty of Herefy or Enthufiafm, as the Method 
of Arifiotle’s Organum is defpifed by the 
prefent Inftructors in Logic ; he finds it beft 
to keep to a Principle deemed wholfome 
even in Paul's Time. + 

** In relation to Civil Duties, the Ordinary 
is very careful to inform himfelf in each 
Place, how far the general Law of Nature 
and Nations is there limited or altered by 
the ‘Yus publicum, canonicum & crvile of the 


-feveral European States, how far this again 


by Statutes of that Diftria& or City, how 


far thefe by the Rights of the Manor, and 
H how 


; a . se 
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how far thefe laft by Cuftom? If he fhould, 
after all, fail or miftake in one or another 
Particular, it would be from fome pure 
Mifinformation about the Laws: And this, 
confiderate Superiors can eafily forgive. The 
moft rigorous Governors will be pacified 
by Submiffion and Amends _ proportionable 
to the Fault; and a Magiftrate is always 
inclined in his own Mind to think favour- 
ably of Czves incurtofifimi & fimpliciffimi, 
who are never found concerned in any pri- 


' vate or public Broil: 


** In regard to the Government, the Ordi- 
nary always addreffes himfelf to the Sove- 
reign, and to the Minifters deputed by Him ; 
and as for thofe who, not being regularly 
entitled and appointed thereto, may have of- 
fered to do any Bufinefs for him, he, in 
the upwards of Thirty Years of his Civil 
Life, could never, even by the moft inti- 
mate perfonal Friendfhips he may have had 
for fuch, be moved to any By-Paths. He 
has always been feen to act in a plain and 
direét Manner, and accordingly never to be 
involved in Defeats befalling the Syftems of 
Courtiers, or in the Fruftrations of private 
Views. 

“& Tg 
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“In the Article of Oeconomy, he never 
lofes Sight of the State of it in general and 
in every Branch. To prevent abfolutely all 
Confufion or Tardinefs from happening in 
any Particular, is impoffible, confidering the 
prefent Situation of the World; confidering 
more efpecially, that we were hitherto with- 
held in fome Parts from making authorifed 
Corporations; that we cannot, like other 
People, make the moft of the Eftates we 
let out to Farm; that from a Million lent 
in Kindnefs to Strangers at 4 per Cent. we 
fcarce receive 3, and yet, where we bor- 
row, give 40r 5. Befide that that Family, 
which properly has all the Burden upon it, 
even when it does not directly fall fhort of 
its Revenue, at leaft makes no Profit thereof; 
keeping Pace with the ufual Bufinefs in the 
World, with the ufual Advantage for others, 
but not for us, fince inftead of faving large 
Sums, the utmoft Force of its Manage- 
ment is to make Income and Difburfe- 
ment, as near as poffible, anfwer one ano- 
ther. 
“To the forming of any Common-Stock, 
the Ordinary of the Brethren could hitherto 
never confent; becaufe fuch Inftitutions in 
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Tract of Time, when even the Defign for 
which they were created is entirely neglect- 
ed or forgotten, would probably undergo 
the Fate of other Funds, be either {quander- 
ed by the Managers, or converted to other 
Ufes. 
** We lend, fo as. to lofe by the Bargain: 
We borrow with a good deal more Wari- 
nefs; for it is natural for one, who has 
learnt his Morality out of the Bible, to be 
much more fcrupulous about Borrowing 
than Lending. 
** In Money-Affairs and Engagements, the 
Ordinary has at all Times been far enough 
from an unthinking Procedure, and has in 
this, lefs than any other Matter, thought it 
proper to venture in Faith. 
“ The ill Effects of his Generofity (when 
the oppofite Party has not treated him in a 
like Manner, but to his Detriment) he has 
not let others {mart for, but only himfelf. 
«© When now it is remembred, that the Situ- 
ation of Things has been fuch, as that he not 
only was obliged to embark with all that 
he wasOwner of, but, efpecially in thefe laft 
Years, one would have thought he fhould 
fcarce be able any longer to avoid Infol- 
“ vency, 


a 
n 
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vency, fince, as all the World knows, pro- 
digious Sums, contrary to all Cuftom and 


| Rule in fuch Cafes, have been called for 


from him at once: Surely, upon a Re- 
trofpect, none can deny, that a much fu~ 
perior Wifdom, Power, and fupporting 
Hand has patronized, and ftill patronizes 


. the Affair he is intrufted with; and this fo 


much the more, as all thofe Surmifes about 
the Way and Means, utter’d from differ- 
ent Views either by Friends or Adverfaries 
at a Diftance, are without. Ground; and, 
great as the Expence has been, not one 
Perfon in the World does or can fay that 
his Money has been funk therein. 

“ Yet we have not got the Philofopher’s 


Stone neither, Therefore it would certain- 


ly be the wifeft Way, for every one to 
fufpend his Judgment about this Point alfo, 
or elfe ufe fuch a juft Enquiry as would 
lead him to the Truth. 

“ As to Pbhilological Matters, the Ordi- 
nary gives himfelf little Trouble whether 
an Expreffion be very elegant and polifh’d, 
provided it be but juft, and convey what he 
intends. * * In 


* Suitably to the Capacity and Language of the Au- 


dience. Mavult convivis, quam placuiffe coguiz. 


a 
a 


a 
a 


a 
na 


“a 
nN 


a [ 54] 
“ In the Affair of Religion, he is modeft 
towards every Thing that with any Juftice 
bears that venerable Name; in general, 
has no good Opinion of reftlefs and dif- 
contented Spirits, or Innovations regarding 


-Perfons or Things. 


«© When Offence is not yet, but “ely to 
be given, he is on a Flame, and has no 
Notion of Connivance; when it has been 
given, he is fharp, yet always with this 
Caution, not to deftroy any Thing (or 
Perfon) that may have the leaft Good or 
Bleffing contained in it. When any one 
is likely to take Offence, he protefts againft 
it earneftly and explicitly ; when he has 
taken it, he is filent. 
“© He neither knows what it is to Hate, nor 
to take Revenge; nor even to be in a Paf- 
fion with any, but thofe for whom he 
muft be refponfible. It is faid, that his 
own People fometimes fee him like a Lion; 
and fome of his Adverfaries defcribe him 
like a Serpent. If it were fo, each would 
have Scripture-Hints and Ground for it. 
But if the Caufe may be judged of by the 
Effect, his Adverfaries muft in reality be 
“© affured 
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affured, that the Ordinary of the Brethren is 
a Céov axtpasmv, of the Sheep or Dove- 
Kind ; fince otherwife they would without 
doubt be a little more on their Guard 
humanly, how they treated him, than they 
are. 
“In regard of hiftorical Occurrences, he. 
f{crupuloufly fpeaks the Truth, when he 
does fpeak; but muft fometimes refrain 
{peaking : And as he, in order to afford no 
Fuel to Eye-fervice or Emulation, behaves 
himfelf a little cool and incurious, he is in 
Reality not always the firft Ear which gets 
Intelligence of what paffes in fuch Congre- 
gations, where he is not perfonally prefent. 

“ With refpect to the Defert of Actions, 
he is in his Principles accurate, in the Ap- 
plication of thofe Principles to Perfons and 
Cafes, incredibly cautious: The inward 


‘ Virtue and Heart’s Difpofition of a Brother, . 


he values higher than any one elfe; the: 
great Deeds, and what commonly makes 
up Merit, he feems almoft to let pafs unre- 
marked. Rafhneffes and Neglects, which 
might poflibly end in Sin, he treats with a: 
Severity that may appear exceffive; the. 

* Sins 
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Sins themfelves, when fallen into, with 
great Mercy. ‘Towards real Inability 
and Lamenefs he is very indulgent, confi-~ 
dering the State of the Cafe; and when 
any Thing cleaves like a neceffary Evil, he 
is more for gently curing and redreffing, 
than attacking it. Sometimes, when Ex- 


* orbitancies happen, with a furprizing Cool- 


nefs he waits the Iffue, and leaves the Im- 
petus to take its Scope, till it arrives to a 
certain Point, where he knows before- 
hand that all muft either bend or break. 

** With what a calm Attention did he 
for twelve Years together furvey the extra- 


‘ordinary Channel the Congregation in Wet- 


teravia had fallen into, and, notwithftand- 
ing the irreparably wrong-laid Foundation 
of that Community, without Intermiffion 
take Meafures for preferving every Indivi- 
dual! which, God be praifed, he has hap- 


€ pily and vifibly been fuccefsful in effecting f 


“© Where he is to be active, he commonly 
thinks before he acts: Where he is to be 
paffive, he lets others take their own Way, 


‘and lives to fee Emergencies that he never 


could have thought poffible; but however, 
« he 
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“ he has not yet been reduced a fingle Day 
*¢ to drop the Rudder quite out of his Hands, 
« and has hitherto been able always to keep 
“<< up fome Sail, let the Times appear ever fo 
“© ftormy. 

“© Yet he is a Creature of God,. and fo 
“can promife nothing; efpecially if his Op- ~ 
** ponents from Year to Year gradually dift- 
** charge him from this his charitable Province, 
“and render thofe Remonftrances which he, 
‘** (in Reply to more immediate Calls of that 
** Mafter, who yet hearkens to the Voice of 
“* his Servants, ) has hitherto been ufed tomake 
“« in Favour of Offices of public Benevolence 
* ftill incumbent on him, at laft no more 
** pertinent.” 

So far this Sketch, figned by the Scribe 
of the general Synod. 


I can’t deny but.it is drawn fufficiently to 
the Life, and in a general Way comprehends 
what may pretty fecurely be prefuppofed in 
judging of my Perfon and Actions. But iff 
notwithftanding, one or the other Fac fhould 
not be found wholly tocorrefpond with this Idea, 
and fo, after mature Examination, meet with 
Reprehenfion : Theri it muft only be remem- 

I ber’d, 
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ber’d, ‘in the firft Place, that 1am a Man, not 
one of the moft perfect, and yet withal none 
of the moft inactive; and in the fecond Place, 
that there are many, both within my own 
Congregation and from without, who thwart 
and perplex my proper Plan, not all of them 
with an equally bad Intention, but yet fo as to 
occafion much Harm; with Refpect to which 
therefore, the Condition annexed to the fifth 
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer muft neceffarily 
be called to Mind. . 


FIN IS. 
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EMENDATIONS. 


‘N fo fmall a Tra&, the committing of fo 
many Errata, as here follow, is {carce 
excufable. But in Tranflations of our 

Author’s Works in general, “I .could almoft a- 
pologize for fome Defects. For there is a 
great Fertility of Thought ‘in the Originals, 
and yet as great an Exaétnefs; which. indeed 
limits, connects, and leaves neither any Dif- 
proportion between his Ideas, mor any pofii- 
ble Room for mifapprehending of them; but 
ftill all this after fach a delicate Manner, that 
the Force of fingle Words muit be well un- 
derftood, and ufing fuch a Compafs in. the 
Pettods, that a fteadily-continued logical At- 
tenifion is requifite. Hence it may fometimes 
happen, thata Tranflation may mifs fonie little 
Link of the, Senfe,: may under or over-do a 
Phrafe, and in fhort, not attain, all the above- 
mentioned Exadtnefs ; t ; though by ftudying it, it 
becomes, at the fame time, ftiff, However, 

. 12 I 
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J ftill think that our Exgii/b Tranflationshither- - 
to have been none of the worft; and in Time 
they may, to a yet farther Degree, be able to 
join Spirit and Accuracy, Precifion and Eafe 
together. 


With regard to thefe prefent Sheets, I have 
been honoured by the worthy Author with the 
following: 


Rev?. Brother, 


fr Orgive thefe few Lines. When I 
heard that my Opinion, which I 
gave two Years ago to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Privy-Council of Saxony, 
was going to be publifbed in Englith, 
I defired to perufe it firft. But per- 
ceiving that the Tranflation was done 
by you, whom all my Brethren allow to 
be without Difpute the bef? Interpreter 
of my Mind, and fo being prepoffeffed 
with a Confidence of the Accuracy of 
the Tranflation, and withal very much 
taker 
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taken up with other Matters ; it made 
me overlook fome Places, which I after~ 
wards obferved in revifing the Sheets. 
Here you have them, and will do with 
them what you pleafe. 

Be it as it will, the Fault is none 
of yours, but much of it mine in forma 
& re: . 

1. In that I give you thefe Correc- 
tions fo late. 

2. That being a Writer fo Laconic, 
as if I was tied down to Lapidary 
Rules, I neglect alfo to comment upon 
fome Germanifms, which render that 
foort Stile ftill more unintelligible. 

3. Lhat moreover, when I write in 
Stilo Curia, as I am wont to do in fuch 
Matters as thefe, I forewarn not my 
Friends of the cuftomary Senfe of Words 
in that Stile, which is often quite di if 
ferent from that in their common Ufe. 


The 
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“The Extata being therefore confider'd 
“in this Light, you will Jee at whofe 
‘Door thé. Blame will be laid. : 


In the Titk-Page, for edencken, read 

Gedencken. . . - 
“Abid. towards the Middle,add, Printed for 
Mr Marche at Letpfick, and dedicated, to — 
“Page 1, Line 11, German, andérweite 
Connezionen/ I fhould Englifb it,— for tome 
particular Cenfiderations. 
~P.g, 1.13; dele here. - a 

P. 13, 1 3, inftead of ftart at, read demur 

upon. ae . 

- . P. 32, 7 6, worfe. ee 

. B. 34, 4.17, auf der Durchreife zu Henze 
ner(dorf/ at Hennerfdorf, in their Way thro’ 
“(that Caftle). — * 

P. 36, 4.12, dabon macht im geringften die 

Frage gewefer ift/ was not at all a Point in 
Queftion. 7 ey. 
© PB. 37, 1.16, Be(heidenheit/ Decency. 
- WP. 44, 1 16, (in the Synodal Chara&er,) I 
‘believe the Meaning of the Words muft be given 
‘thus, in fo fern Sr einen Xheologum abgeben 
-muf$/ when he is obliged to give his Opinion 
about Theology. 

P. 50, /.°19, in the Courfe of upwards. | 

P.s53, 12 11, Million of Crowns. . Ibid. /. 
18, common Bufinefs. 7 


- PE OS, Pee 

P. g2; 1.1, when the. very Defign. 

P.53, 1.1, Weil ef weltEindig ift/ dafs 
man thn mit unfaglichen Gummen/ gegen 
alle in der Welt recipirte Ordnung und 
Regel/ auf einmal: entftanden ift/ fince, as 
all the World knows, there has happened, con~- 
trary to all Cuftom and Rule, a Difappoint- 
ment all at- once in the promifed Payment of 
very large Sums due to him. _ 

P. 54, /. 13, When out of the moft inno- 
cent Things, Offences may poffbly arife, he 
does all that can be done to prevent it, ear- 
neftly and explicitly ; if they have arifen, He 
fays nothing. 
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prefent Ordinary of the Brethren’s Churches, - 


TWELVES. 
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